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No subheading immediately follows the title of an APA-compliant paper. The opening paragraph should contain your thesis statement, explaining what the paper is about (preferably in a more interesting form than “This paper is about . . .”). “Because the introduction is clearly identified by its position in the article, it is not labeled” (American Psychological Association, 2001). Diana Hacker (2003) puts it this way:

For most writing tasks, your inroduction will be a paragraph of 50 to 150 words. Perhaps the most common strategy is to open the paragraph with a few sentences that engage the reader and to conclude it with a statement of the essay’s main point. The sentence stating the main point is called a thesis (p.13).

Depending on the length of the paper, the specific class assignment, and faculty instructions, you may or may not be required to begin the next section on a new page.

Significance

Clinical research is the key to advances in understanding and treating medical conditions. Although the public recognizes the need for research , its recognition is not demonstrated in willingness to enroll in clinical trials continues to be problematic. 

First Level Subheading

Shoot for an average sentence length of about 20 words. Most readers get lost in 40- or 50-word sentences. When a long sentence is unavoidable, try to surround it with shorter ones. Writers who avoid the passive voice generally have less trouble keeping sentences short and clear. “The active voice is usually more direct and vigorous than the passive . . . . [this] does not, of course, mean that the writer should entirely discard the passive voice, which is fequently convenient and sometimes necessary” (Strunk & White, 1979). 

First Level Subheading about Average Sentence Length

Shoot for an average sentence length of about 20 words. Most readers get lost in 40- or 50-word sentences. When a series results in a long sentence, try to surround it with shorter ones. Yada, yada, yada. 

Details about the major subheading. Achieving an average sentence length of 20 words does not mean making all sentences the same or similar length. It especially does not mean making all of them follow a similar pattern. It does require consideration for busy readers.

More details about semtence length. Anyone who sets out to read anything makes a choice to read rather than take part in any number of other necessary or desirable activities. Most potential readers are busy people. A writer who wishes to share information needs to make reading the paper more desirable than walking the dog or washing the car. The writer needs to lure potential readers away from baking cookies or watching a movie.

Rationale

This section follows significance. Following the significance with your rationale sets up readers to understand why you plan to design the project the way that you do. Shoot for an average sentence length of about 20 words. Most readers get lost in 40- or 50-word sentences. You can use the spelling and grammar tool to check average sentence length. Depending on the length of the paper, you may or may not wish to begin the next section on a new page.

Design

Depending on the nature of the paper — this template is designed around a project plan — your paper may end with design, or it could end with the results and discussion of some project. The “content” (such as it is) in this paper is simply designed to give students a swipe-and-type template that can allow you to concentrate on content rather than worry about form.

Whether or not each section of your paper begins on a separate page, many CRA faculty members prefer that the references begin on a separate page. It is, of course, important to give your full attention to the requirements of the particular course for which you are writing a paper.

References

Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed., p. 16). (2001). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 

Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E.B. (1979). The elements of style (3rd ed., p. 18). Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.










































































































26

